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Mesmerism in P. B. Shelley’s Poetry and Prose
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I had seen magnetism practiced in India and at Paris, and at higl Percy Shelley’s]
earnest request consented to try its efficacy. Mesmer himself could not have hoped
for more complete success. The imposition of my hand on his forehead
instantaneously put a stop to the spasm, and threw him into a magnetic sleep,

which for want of a better word is called somnambulism.
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The sacred links of that chain have never been entirely disjoined, which descending
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through the minds of many men is attached to those great minds, whence as from

a magnet the invisible effluence is sent forth, which at once connects, animates and

sustains the life of all.g Underline mined
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HisO Dante’sl very words are instinct with spirit; each is as a spark, a burning

atom of inextinguishable thought; and many yet lie covered in the ashes of their

birth, and pregnant with a lightning which has yet found no conductor.
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“ SLEEP, sleep on! forget thy pain;
0 My hand is on thy brow,
My spirit on thy brain;
My pity on thy heart, poor friend;
O And from my fingers flow
The powers of life, and like a sign,
0 Seal thee from thine hour of woe;
And brood on thee, but may not blend
0 0O 0O 0 O with thine.
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“ Like a cloud big with a May shower,
O My soul weeps healing rain
On thee, thou withered flower;
It breathes mute music on thy sleep;
O Its odour calms thy brain!
Its light within thy gloomy breast
O Spreads like a second youth again.
By mine thy being is to its deep
00 00O 0O 0O Possesst.
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Sheld JaneO left me, and | staid alone
Thinking over every tone,

Which though now silent to the ear

The enchanted heart could hear

Like notes which die when born, but still

Haunt the echoes of the hill:
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And feeling ever O too much0

The soft vibrations of her touch

As if her gentle hand even now

Lightly trembled on my brow;J [0 Underline mineld
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O0DO0Oooogo... | dare not speak
My thoughts; but thus disturbed and weak
| sate and watched the vessels glide

Along the ocean bright and wide,

Like spirit-winged chariots sent

O’er some serenest element

To ministrations strange and far;

As if to some Elysian star

They sailed for drink to medicine

Such sweet and bitter pain as mine.
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10 Pantheall lifted themO her eyesl [ the overpowering light
Of that immortal shape was shadowed o’er

By love; which, from his soft and flowing limbs

And passion-parted lips, and keen faint eyes

Steam’d forth like vaporous fire; an atmosphere
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Which wrapt me in its all-dissolving power

As the warm ether of the morning sun

Wraps ere it drinks some cloud of wandering dew.

I saw not heard not[] moved not only felt

His presence flow and mingle through my blood

Till it became his life and his grew mine

And | was thus absorbed until it past

And like the vapours when the sun sinks down,
Gathering again in drops upon the pines

And tremulous as they, in the deep night

My being was condensed, and as the rays

Of thought were slowly gathered, | could hear
His voice, whose accents lingered ere they died

Like footsteps of far melody. .. O Underline minel
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0000000 Thou speakest, but thy words

Are as the air. | feel them not. . . . oh, lift

Thine eyes that | may read his written soul!
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There is a change: beyond their inmost depth

| see a shadel a shapel] 'tis He, arrayed

In the soft light of his own smiles which spread
Like radiance from the cloud-surrounded moon.
Prometheus, it is thould depart not yet!

Say not those smiles that we shall meet again
Within that bright pavilion which their beams

Shall build o’er the waste world? . . .
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To those she saw most beautiful, she gave

O Strange panacea in a chrystal bowl. . .

They drank in their deep sleep of that sweet wavell
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0 And lived thenceforward as if some control

Mightier than life, were in them; and the grave

O Of such, when death oppressed the weary soul,
Was as a green and overarching bower

Lit by the gems of many a starry flower. [ Underline mined
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The king would dress an ape up in his crown

O And robes, and seat him on his glorious seat,
And on the right hand of the sunlike throne

0 Would place a gaudy mock-bird to repeat

The chatterings of the monkey. O Every one

U Of the prone courtiers crawled to kiss the feet
Of their great Emperor when the morning came,

And Kissed[D alas, how many kiss the same!

000000oonLXXVv

The soldiers dreamed that they were blacksmiths, and
O Walked out of quarters in somnambulism,

Round the red anvils you might see them stand

O Like Cyclopses in Vulcan’s sooty abysm,

Beating their swords to ploughsharesd in a band

O The jailors sent those of the liberal schism

Free through the streets of Memphis, much, | wis,

To the annoyance of King Amasis.

0o0000ooonnLXXVl

And timid lovers who had been so coy

O They hardly knew whether they loved or not,
Would rise out of their rest, and take sweet joy
O To the fulfillment of their inmost thought;
And when next day the maiden and the boy

O Met one another, both, like sinners caught,
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Blushed at the thing which each believed was done

Only in fancyO till tenth moon shone;
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“ A shape all light, which with one hand did fling
Dew on the earth, as if she were the Dawn

0 Whose invisible rain forever seemed to sing

A silver music on the mossy lawn,
O And still before her on the dusky grass

Iris her many coloured scarf had drawn.O

O In her right hand she bore a chrystal glass
Mantling with bright Nepenthe;[J
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And her feet ever to the ceaseless song

O0“ Of leaves and winds and waves and birds and bees

And falling drops moved in a measure new

0 Yet sweet, . . . 0O Underline mined
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