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Once, early in the morning,
Beelzebub arose,
With care his sweet person adorning,

He put on his Sunday clothes.

I
He drew on a boot to hide his hoof,
He drew on a glove to hide his claw,
His horns were concealed by a Bras Chapeau,
And the Devil went forth as natty a Beau

As Bond-street ever saw.

I
He sate him down, in London town,
Before earth’s morning ray;
With a favourite imp he began to chat,
On religion, and scandal, this and that,

Until the dawn of day.

v
And then to St. James’s Court he went,
And St. Paul’s Church he took on his way;
He was mighty thick with every Saint,

Though they were formal and he was gay.
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And Peter Bell, when he had been

With fresh-imported Hell-fire warmed,
Grew serious — from his dress and mien
"Twas very plainly to be seen

Peter was quite reformed.

His eyes turned up, his mouth turned down;
His accent caught a nasal twang;

He oiled his hair; there might be heard

The grace of God in every word

Which Peter said or sang.

But Peter now grew old, and had

An ill no doctor could unravel;
His torments almost drove him mad; —
Some said it was a fever bad —

Some swore it was the gravel.

His holy friends then came about

And with long preaching and persuasion,
Convinced the patient, that without
The smallest shadow of a doubt

He was predestined to damnation.
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When Peter heard of his promotion

His eyes grew like two stars for bliss:
There was a bow of sleek devotion
Engendering in his back; each motion

Seemed a Lord’s shoe to kiss.



He hired a house, bought plate, and made
A genteel drive up to his door,

With sifted gravel neatly laid, —

As if defying all who said

Peter was ever poor.

But a disease soon struck into

The very life and soul of Peter —
He walked about —slept —had the hue
Of health upon his cheeks —and few

Dug better —none a heartier eater.

And yet, a strange and horrid curse

Clung upon Peter, night and day —
Month after month the thing grew worse,
And deadlier than in this my verse

I can find strength to say.

Peter was dull —he was at first

Dull = O, so dull —so very dulll
Whether he talked, wrote, or rehearsed —
Still with this dullness was he cursed —

Dull — beyond all conception — dull. —
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Yet his was individual mind,

And new created all he saw
In a new manner, and refined
Those new creations, and combined

Them, by a master-spitit’s law, . . .
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But now I'm going to be immoral; now
I mean to show things really as they are,
Not as they ought to be: . ..
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I met Murder on the way —
He had a mask like Castlereagh —
Very smooth he looked, yet grim;

Seven bloodhounds followed him:

All were fat; and well they might

Be in admirable plight,

For one by one, and two by two,

He tossed them human hearts to chew

Which from his wide cloak he drew.

Next came Fraud, and he had on,
Like Eldon, an ermined gown;
His big tears, for he wept well,

Turned to mill-stones as they fell.
And the little children, who
Round his feet played to and fro,

Thinking every tear a gem,

Had their brains knocked out by them.

Clothed with the Bible, as with light,



And the shadows of the night,
Like Sidmouth, next, Hypocrisy

On a crocodile rode by.

And many more Destructions played
In this ghastly masquerade,
All disguised, even to the eyes,

Like Bishops, lawyers, peers, or spies.

Last came Anarchy: he rode
On a white horse, splashed with blood;
He was pale even to the lips,

Like Death in the Apocalypse.

And he wore a kingly crown,
And in his grasp a sceptre shone;
On his brow this mark I saw —

“I AM GOD, AND KING, AND LAW!”
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