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A Comparative Study on the Theme and Expressions
Between ‘The Garden Party’ by Katherine Mansfield
and ‘Takekurabe’ by Ichiyou Higuchi
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There lay a young man, fast asleep —sleeping so soundly, so deeply, that he was
far, far away from them both. Oh, so remote, so peaceful. He was dreaming.
Never wake him up again. His head was sunk in the pillow, his eyes were closed;
they were blind under the closed eyelids. He was given up to his dream. What did
garden parties and baskets and lace frocks matter to him? He was far from all
those things. He was wonderful, beautiful. While they were laughing and while the
band was playing, this marvel had come to the lane. Happy ... happy... All is well,

said that sleeping face. This is just as it should be. I am content.
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And yes, that is what I tried to convey in The Garden Party. The diversity of life
and how we try to fit in everything, Death included. That is bewildering for a
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person of Laura's age. She feels things ought to happen differently. First one and
then another. But life isn't like that. We haven't the ordering of it. Laura says, *
But all these things must not happen at once.” And Life answers, “Why not? How
are they divided from each other?” And they do all happen, it is inevitable. And it

seems to me there is beauty in that inevitability.

NEDOEFE, NEOEEIP LT LHIERE L bOTER2WILZu—F—7250
WD o8lzrolzb, VA7 4 =)V FidiEoTWwa,
PERTEZ2X912, [7217< 5] & The Garden Partyd 8t 5 K AND N
BEINEEVIRD 2 BHEHOLOE)E, FRezifinbo Ll 5250, [725<5
R DT PEEFEBUMOEBLENS FETVERALS, EMIEADNH S & F 2
5o

RKIAEMDOFEZ A2, BEY S, =T 4 LEL B FHIZE ST, DD
Wo—RAXRY M THD, ZWIEME Y EDIZHEfio 72N KB ET D, Bk
BT HOELE, e R LR, A2OoBLeXY), THE, Ihbidakit
LTwd, [0 6R] OFEFIIRDOLH)ITHEZHIN TS,

JHHE TR ) & T, IHERAICH s 0REGZIE) TEFEZDITD
TEINE TH AR T ADED, HEDVPTHMABORLERL, HMELBYICTHET
W D% ) 3722 1H72) DRiuE, ZAVOBRRKISEITLIOZ L, #HLlCHA
FTEBRDOD D 721, 2D > ShbxL,

WODPANLIERE G- Z 587 E L, VZXIANVCT v REHidrhTnl, E
BRI APHANC L2 TRLE ) ESVWELOT, BIZTHE05 ) A0l
FFEIE T o T, ZLT, B YHOIEDVDOETIZOWT, fET 5,

FORWDL LR, ZIROFEIZH > il b | . oz BRI T
—AE—EOIROLEN L, SIS /AR £, jbl%ﬂi'ﬁﬁ\%:%h‘i COBOLZ
LS (&R HFHEX YU 2213 #E KR, RE)F. SE=0F
BERLZEBERFBIILT, oo t—2< 550, RE/NFEPITHALDN
T, BRI RBIEIZELoFFLIITEL,

L2 L. BDICEEZOXSDTH S, MIHOEE 7V —TH, 8RN -H DR

HOFWRZEDPET o TRDH EI AN, PRMPEMICHLIEREZ ZORRICE 10k
FHOWHIZEDETRAS ) LLRTENAATL 5, TOR, IERE7ZE72FH/MEBENIIK



RS TW272DI2, TDWIT W o Tz, b DI, ZREAYHO2ITF 6L T LI
%o ILDICA-72FEBROFIT, [Mx LERDEH7Z s ., HiDHO>EDCED, F
MOMFIZ I NPHILZ ] L REORFREESFTFLTCLE). COREDOHES
RS Z E 2> TESMIZ, [TNXYVERNELAZEBHLANHT, KF
FOARMDZESNLATHEL ST, AFEZIHVELET, HWL TERDL VW SLPIC
LT, B EEDR, | Ldb,

RV TEFEHIPE - T,

TOBD) IO LR E T, ARl B EL S VSR 123 R CEHBEO X
8, Y DOIKEE I LAY D T EIED)E OBGEFEIFIKIZEZ @O0 . AIEO -
RHOBICEADF S AMEPREIOB X L Z s H5HbNOFZIENDR)
AU, PUFRHER] 2 & HEHOKRDOE ) SPENDBANZ B e ) 5L L,

BEOHZ W) ZI A NLRIERLHLTTIEI LT, Lok ) LTHRVWHDIZHR ST
k%, BKE. 2L, b, ) BELL EFEHOBAVEFEBFNOLEEOELE T
AICEREGDLE, FUBBEEDP L LEANLDRI> T L,

—7J The Garden Party Td. BIFL 225, ZX 0 EOBMRLE, REZ2BEHIE5
By N —=T 1 HOBEFRL BN S BHsE, A bB8ROP~A-720, Hzh L
Ty =T 4 DEFFIHKPIPIER DT VLT BIND Y I AT, BEAEZLH
PNTW5B, Bl z X, TEDkitty D 5 ERED 1> TEX T,

‘Coming!” Away she skimmed, over the lawn, up the path, up the steps across
the veranda, and into the porch. In the hall her father and Laurie were brushing
their hats ready to go to the office.

Suddenly she couldn't stop herself. She ran at Laurie and gave him a small,
quick squeeze. ‘Oh, I do love parties, don't you? gasped Laura.

‘Ra-ther,” said Laurie's warm boyish voice, and he squeezed his sister too, and

gave her a gentle push. ‘Dash off to the telephone, old girl.’
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The band struck up; the hired waiters ran from the house to the marquee.
Wherever you looked there were couples strolling, bending to the flowers, greet-
ing, moving on over the lawn. They were like bright birds that had alighted in the
Sheridans’ garden for this one afternoon, on their way to —where? Ah, what happi-
ness it is to be with people who all are happy, to press hands, press cheeks, smile

into eyes.
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It was just growing dusky as Laura shut their garden gates. A big dog ran by
like a shadow. The road gleamed white, and down below in the hollow the little
cottages were in deep shade. How quiet it seemed after the afternoon. Here she
was going down the hill to somewhere where a man lay dead, and she couldn't

realize it. Why couldn't she? She stopped a minute.
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But what life was she couldn't explain. No, matter. He quite understood.



‘Isn't it, darling?’ said Laurie.
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There, quite by chance, the first thing she saw was this charming girl in the
mirror, in her black hat trimmed with gold daisies, and a long black velvet ribbon.
Never had she imagined she could look like that. Is mother right? She thought.

And now she hoped her mother was right.
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‘Darling Laura, how well you look!’ .
‘What a becoming hat, child!’

‘Laura, you look quite Spanish. I've never seen you look so striking.’
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Laura gave a loud childish sob.

‘Forgive my hat,” she said.
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—7J. The Garden PartyTlx. KD X ) IZAndTlHF > T,

And after all the weather was ideal. They could not have had a more perfect day

for a garden party if they had ordered it.
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“The Singing Lesson’” TIZ,

WITH despair —cold, sharp despair —buried deep in her heart like a wicked knife,
Miss Meadows, in cap and gown and carrying a little baton, trod the cold corridors

that led to the music hall.

EEEMEINTEY, GBIV ELRY) EAROLHREICHRTI ENG, AikOHH
THIERLIC, WERDPEEOWMPICHEEEZIIETVAATLE ), BIbZNFETO
RUR N 2 HE ORI 2 2 LT BB EMEMOFICEIMEIE T E DT TH 5,
ZE, BBEORENI L VI bOREHL T, BEEFEIMTLETCNELESZ L) £
MIEMOKFEIZBWTOR U TH S, [721F L BR] Tl i\ DdIicvwolt%
BIFAN TV o200, Vo EWEREINRTVARV, bolE5, BHEDHERIEE LN



TWb, TheGarden PartyTd . LaurieldfiA3E ) 3025 72D 2> iz &9 P L 720 Hh
WZDOWTHEIRE LIZBIR S ANE D o R TOBRFZHAIMEL TS DT T, 1EEIE
FTamBMoGEhZEHL, SHEEMETHITTWEEFoTI e,

RIBICEEDWIZOVTRRTHRL W,

—DUPEDDIEY — FIIHBAERTH 0 BHENIG T 220 frh T, 20

PHREOWME ) G OMEN S ITHE I T SND DT, Lar L, WikoEDOAY
oW TIE, HEVFHELLEESN TV RVWEZABH S, FlzIE, [ 6] T
. BUOLHTH 2 KA R IEROMHEEI DWW TIXFEEHINCEE S B 2 M Tw 5 25,
FEBMDOBEFIZOWTUE, IERDPEBMOR ZFRQZEORL YY) 72215 TH %, Blz2IF
[BsIEREATBLRTLEZS o7 G0 6 EEMOREELS THEH CRTH- T
WET, BEATRoTLEZEN] LE) AR, EBEADPHOTTHEL TV L EN%E
BFDBEP LA TWBIFIZ, NORSHIETTh L. wtd 3RO NWiE
WZOWTIEFF 2 TEHIZ S 2 DT v, BERORE L EEHIMT 2 BRT 20, Gt
BHEELEHT L7210 TH S,

—77. TheGarden Party® D1 —F — D BB, SheridanFe AIZDOWTHIERTH 50
Bz 1E, [EREZ Rk, “T was passing the shop yesterday, and I saw them
in the window. And I suddenly thought for once in my life I shall have enough canna
lilies. The garden party will be a good excuse.” & T —F — |23 L TV A HHR, T—
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‘Mother, a man's been killed,” began Laura.

‘Not in the garden?’ interrupted her mother.

‘No, no!’

‘Oh, what a fright you gave me!” Mrs. Sheridan sighed with relief, and took off
the big hat and held it on her knees.
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